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THE WARM SIDE 
OF WHITE
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A NEGLECTED VICTORIAN 
GETS DRESSED FOR A NEW DECADE, TAKING ON 

A YOUTHFUL LOOK FOR A GROWING FAMILY

Time & Space 
Continuum

BY JAMIE MARSHALL | PHOTOGRAPHY BY TRIA GIOVAN

W
HEN IT WAS TIME for one Fairfield County couple to buy a bigger home 
to accommodate their growing family, they set their sights on a 19th-century 
Victorian with good bones. That was important to them, because they were 
more interested in renovating the existing structure than starting from scratch. 
“We love old houses,” says the wife. “And we could never imagine tearing one 
down.” Originally built in the 1860s, the house had undergone multiple reno-

vations and expansions over the years—and it showed. “It was a shell of its former self,” says McKee (Mac) 
Patterson, whose firm, Austin Patterson Disston Architects spearheaded the transformation. 

The first order of business was removing a 1970s addition from the back and a badly done porte-
cochère that hid the classic front porch. “Once that was gone, you could see the building,” he says. “The 
only thing that hadn’t been beaten on was the front staircase. The rest we stripped down to the studs.”

The goal was to restore the house’s graceful lines, while simultaneously adding complementary spaces 
to meet the needs of an active family. “We wanted a house that we fit in, but wasn’t so huge that we 
never saw anyone,” says the wife. 

For the more formal rooms, Patterson’s improved floor plan took advantage of existing spaces. A for-
mer parlor is now a wood-paneled billiards room. The dining room regained its original shape; it is now 

Kitchen Magic (above) Vaughan 
fixtures hang above the island, 
which is topped with a Petit Granite 
corduroy-edged French limestone 
from ABC Worldwide Stone. The 
custom stainless steel hood is 
through Danbury Sheet Metal.

Morning Glory (opposite) In the 
breakfast room, a repurposed 
copper lantern hangs above the 
wood table, and CB2 counter 
stools add a modern touch. The 
linen wall panels and window 
seat cushion are through O’Neil 
Anderson Upholstery; throw pillows 
are from Arnitex and Designway. 
See Resources.
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A Warm Welcome (opposite page) In the foyer, the painted floor leads to the family room, where bottles unearthed from the excavation are displayed. A Turabian & Sariyan 
sisal covers the stairs. The glass ceiling lanterns are from the Fashion Light Center. The metal console is from Saladino Furniture. Vintage botanical prints are from the George 
Glazer Gallery. High Style (above) The living room coffee table is through Century Furniture; the sconces are from Zoffany. Cozy Quarters (below) The den’s custom sofa sports 
a velvet through Lee Jofa; the owner’s game table chairs were redone in a Brunschwig & Fils fabric, the carved limestone fireplace and metal surround are from Chesney’s of 
London; the bronze sconces and the light over the game table are from Objet Insolite. The Michael Smith leather club chair is through John Rosselli. See Resources.

To add visual and textural punch, 
the designer incorporated 

a mix of metals, fabrics and accessories 



Divine Details (above, left and right) 
In the billiards room, chairs from 
Century Furniture are covered in a 
Robert Allen cashmina. The light 
over the game table is by Visual 
Comfort. Embroidered linen shades 
are from Zimmer+Rohde; linen wall 
paneling is through John Rosselli. 
In the dining room, vintage Lucite 
lamps through 1st Dibs top a Robert 
Allen sideboard. The chandelier is 
from Rue Faubourg St. Honore; the 
dining chairs are through Safavieh. 

Easy Living (opposite page) New 
custom millwork defines the family 
room and bamboo shades from 
Handy Andy. Linen drapery is Nina 
Campbell through Osborne & Little 
and the oversized coffee table 
is from Edward Ferrell + Lewis 
Mittman. The bamboo ottomans are 
covered in a Holly Hunt cowhide; 
the Lollipop chandelier adds a 
whimsical touch. See Resources.

connected to the living room through matching portals. “During the demolition, we discovered they’d 
been there at one time,” says the architect. “We made these tall and skinny to make it feel very vertical.”

A new addition in the back includes an open kitchen, breakfast and family room. There are five 
bedrooms on the second floor, including a reconfigured master, and two bedrooms and an office on the 
third floor. Throughout, Patterson incorporated custom millwork and Victorian-era detailing, which 
changes slightly from room to room. “It gives each one a different feel,” he says. “Then, as you move from 
the front rooms to the back, you keep the same vernacular, but you take it down a step.”

When it came time for the interiors, the homeowners called upon the design expertise of Jane 
Capellini. “I wanted to create a comfortable, timeless home that bridged the historical structure and the 
client’s youthful lifestyle,” she says. To that end, Capellini chose a calm, but sophisticated palette—gray, 
beige, cream and khaki—then introduced pops of color. And not just any color: “The client loves green, 
orange and purple,” says the designer. 

High on the priority list was making every room kid and dog friendly. Equally important, the home-
owners wanted to reuse the lighting fixtures—some original and some added over the years. “We spent 
months and months just on the lighting alone,” Capellini says.

To add visual and textural punch, she incorporated a mix of metals, fabrics and accessories through-
out the home: pewter and polished nickel, grasscloth and linen, leather and bamboo, antique velvet 
and vinyl. “I believe the design of a space is all about layers,” she says. “Details are essential to keeping 
it intriguing and not cookie cutter.” In the living room, the client’s own lime-green sofa inspired the 
elegant but playful tone; custom club chairs are covered in green with a wide stripe; the silk cream 
draperies are trimmed with little green glass beads and bells. A pink vintage over-dyed rug in the dining 
room anchors a traditional table and chairs. The family room’s bamboo Roman blinds and stools offer a 
modern twist on a Victorian staple.

In the light-filled breakfast room, Capellini created a custom tack board for the children’s artwork. 
Comprised of geometric linen squares, it hangs to the right of the table, and it is one of the wife’s favor-
ite details. “People comment on it all the time,” she says.  “The whole bulletin board makes it feel like a 
family home, rather than just another designed house.” ✹
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